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My DAR SIR, 


ra 2 Time that this poor Na- 
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20: tion (once the Envy, but now 
me Reproach of her Neigh- 


N 5 bours) is bending under the 
heavy Load of Taxes and other Incum- 
brances, it is a melancholy Conſideration 
to reflect that our Vices increaſe in as great 
a Proportion as our Publick Debts, and 
both are grown to ſuch an enormous 
Height, that, unleſs ſome ſpeedy Refor- 
mation be. wrought amongſt us, we ſhall 
have nothing left but the dreadful Pro- 
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ſpe& of being totally undone both here 
and hereafter, 


To mention the various Follies, Vices, 
and Corruptions peculiar to theſe Times 
would exceed the Length of a Letter ; and 
indeed they are become fo notorious, that 
there is little Occaſion to enumerate them, 
their unhappy Effects being already, but too 
ſenſibly felt, and greatly lamented alſo, by 
every good Man. I ſhall therefore ſay lit- 
tle more of them; but, on the contrary, 
confine the Subject of this Epiſtle chiefly to 
one Virtue, which, if it were once become 
faſhionable, could not fail of obtaining the 
moſt deſireable Effects; and would bid fair 
to root out many of thoſe baneful Weeds 
that infeſt this Land; the Virtue I mean, 
is an honeſt FRUGALITY. 

I Hor, my dear Sir, from the Friend- 
ſhip that has long ſubſiſted between us, you 
will pardon me, when I tell you, that this 
is a Virtue which, if added to the many o- 
thers you are happily poſſeſs'd of, could 
not fail of preſerving you from many In- 
conveniencies, and of ſecuring to you, 
that amiable Character to which you are 
already ſo juſtly intitled. 

You ſhifted this Subject when I was 
laſt with you, and therefore I ſhall now 
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take the Liberty of laying before you a 
State of your own Affairs, that you may 
judge for yourſelf, whether you have not 
hitherto acted wrong. You have ſpent 
the Legacy your Uncle left you of 2000 /; 
and all your Eſtate conſiſts in Land, which 
I find by the Rental your Father gave me 
a little before his Death (and I know it 
has had no Alteration ſince your Time) 
is oo J. a Year; and this was a conſi- 
derable Thing ſixty-five Years ago, when 
your Grandfather died, as there were then 
but very few Taxes and Duties for the 
Subjects to pay; and therefore he could 
live with great Hoſpitality, as the Gen- 
tlemen of England generally did in thoſe 
proſperous Times. But alas! Sir, thoſe 
halcyon Days are miſerably changed, and 
your Father, even in his Time, felt the 


Difference by living in the ſame Manner 


as his Father had done before him, and, 
by that Means, left a Mortgage upon his 
Eſtate of 2000/7, which is ſtill unpaid, 
Now, Sir, though you are told by 
your Neighbours that you have a good 
Eſtate, and are often reminded by ſome 
of them, what a plentiful Table your 
Anceſtors kept, in order to induce you to 
do the like; yet you muſt not imagine 
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that you can do as they did, unleſs you 
are determined to be ſoon ions ; ; and 
your Eſtate will then, probably, fall to 
the Share of ſome rapacious Stock- Jobber, 
who gets his Money by preying upon 
the very Vitals of the Nation, without 
rendering even the ſmalleſt Degree of Ser- 
vice in Return. 

CoNnSI1DER, Sir, the Difference between 
former Times and theſe ; the Nation now 
owes a Debt of Eighty Millions, all con- 
tracted ſince the Revolution ; you muſt pay 
your Part of the Intereſt of this Debt. 

In your Grandfather's Time the annual 
Income of the Eſtate you now have, pro- 
duced in Caſh to him 870/. after all De- 
ductions for Taxes and Duties; but you 
now pay out of the fame Eftate by the 
vaſt Increaſe of Taxes and Duties at leaſt 
4501, a Year: So that one Half of the 
Income of your Eſtate is gone from you, 
and you alſo pay gol. per annum, for In- 
tereſt of the 2000/. due on the Mort- 
gage. | 

You ſee, therefore, that you cannot 
live half ſo well as your Grandfather did, 
and yet you conſtantly treat your Friends 
with a Variety of expenſive Diſhes, as 
well as of Wines: You come to London 

| once 
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once a Year, and, doubtleſs, partake of 
the Follies and Lier of this debauchet 
Town, and there are Enemies of yours 
and mine in High Places, who are glad to 
ſee you, and other Country-Gentlemen, 


act! in this Manner, I do aſſure you they 
rejoice to ſee the Old Engliſb Spirit ener- 
vated, and the good Old Families reduced 
to a State of Dependance; for, it is by 
theſe Means, that they are tempted to fall 


into Venality and every Degree of Cor- 
ruption. 


CoNns1DER, therefore, dear Sir, how great 
a Virtue it is to be Frugal, how abſolately 
neceſſary it is for an honeſt Man to be fo, 
and how unhappy the Conſequences muſt 
be, if you ſhould not be ſo. | 

LET me, therefore, adviſe you to re- 
collect yourſelf, and to employ thoſe great 
Talents you are Maſter of, in the Service 
of your Country, and in the Practice of 
an exact Oeconomy in your own Con- 
cerns; to which End I would adviſe you 
to get out of Debt immediately, by ſelling 
100 J. per annum of your Eſtate; this at 
Twenty-ſix Years Purchaſe (which may be 
got for it) will be 2 600 J. 


You now pay Four and Half per Cent. 
for this 2000 J. which is 90 J. a Year; 


you 
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vou owe one Year's Intereſt, and about 1000. 
beſides, and that is your whole Debt; ſo 
by this Sale you will be a free Man, and 
have in your Pocket above 400 J. beſides 
your Eſtate. 

Taxis Money I would adviſe you to 
lend to your Neighbour Mr. V. , who 
is an honeſt, induſtrious, and wealthy 
Man, which will increaſe his Trade; and 
he will give you 4 per Cent. for it, and let 
you haye your Principal, whenever you 
have a real Occaſion for it ; this will 
be ſerviceable to yourſelf and him too : 
Whereas, if you put your Money into the 
Funds, you do your Part towards ſtopping 
the Channels of Commerce, which are 
almoſt ſtagnated already, by Means of 
thoſe pernicious Stocks and Stock- Jobbers. 

Your Uncle had 12, 000 J. in South- 
Sea Annuities, and when we lately diſ- 
courſed together on the Subject of the 
Funds, and how neceſſary it was for eve- 
ry honeſt Man to do what he could for 
the Service of his Country, he was ſo 
thoroughly convinced that he could em- 
ploy his Money to a worthier Purpoſe, 
that he immediately ſold out his Stocks, and 
lent Part of it to a Merchant here of great 
Reputation at 4 per Cent. and the reſt he 

ſubſcribed 


. 
ſubſcribed to the Encouragement of the 


Britiſh Herring-Fiſhery, which has moſt 
ſhamefully been neglected, or rather diſ- 
couraged, for a great Number of Years ; 
but is now reviving with a Spirit becoming 
Engliſhmen, and is, indeed, a great and 
intereſting Object, demanding the Atten- 
tion of every Man of Senſe and Inte- 
ority. 

Is we ſuffer this Undertaking to drop 
again through any Negle&, or through 
any worſe Cauſe, we ſhall deſerve all the 
Miſeries that can befall us. It is our Na- 
tural Right, excluſive of all other Nations; 
and God, and Nature, and the Diſtreſſes 
of our bleeding Country, loudly call upon 
us diligently to preſerve it intirely to our- 
ſelves, as it will employ a Multitude of 
poor People; increaſe the Number of our 
Seamen, encourage our Navigation, pro- 
duce immenſe Riches, and regain our Re- 
putation abroad and at home. 

We have been Dupes too long already, God 
knows, to the Duteb, and to many other 
States, and have been ſadly requited; but 
our miniſterial Quacks can ſurely now no 
longer impoſe upon us with the ſtale de- 
luſive Phantom of the Balance of Power 
yy the Continent,” nor the Neceſſity of 
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ſupporting the Dutch in all Events; by 
comparing them and us to two Neighbours 
with their Houſo on Fire, and that con- 
ſequently we muſt, in all Events, aſſiſt them 
to ſave ourſelves ; but this Compariſon is 
very wrong and far fetched, For in the 
firſt Place, our Houſe is not by that Means 
in Danger; we have a ſtrong Partition» 
Wall to fecure us, and we may keep that 
up at a. much lefs Expence than we have 
too often been at in aſſiſting them. 

Ir is certain their Houſe may be in a 
Flame, and we in no Danger, as the Duke 
of York formerly convinced them to their 
Shame, and our Glory. | 

Bur to return to the firſt | of 
my Letter, which was to recommend to 
you the Neceſſity of FRUGALITY. 

My Grandfather often told me a parti- 
cular Anecdote of his Life, upon this 
Subject, that had a moſt excellent Effect: 
It was this: 

Ix the Beginning of the Vear 16 58. 
while King Charles II. (then ſtiled by the 
Rebels the young Pretender) was by the 
Murderers of his Royal Father kept out 
of his Dominions, he ſent a Meſſenger to 
which he a, to borrow of him 300. 
ich, he ſaid, would be of great Uſe to 
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him, and was immediately wanted; mi 
Grand- father, who was then a young Man, 
and had a well- conditioned Eſtate of 11067. 
a Year, was unprepared with an ready 
Money ; which almoſt overcame h Nw with 
Sorrow and Shame, becauſe he cquld 
immediately comply with this Requet, 
and which he knew was occaſioned by his 
having improvidently ſpent great Part of 
his yearly Income in ſuperflyous * hings, 
and, among the reſt, in frequeyt” Clubs 
with other honeſt Cavaliers i in dente the 
King s Health, but doing him no real Ser- 
vice. He therefors refolved, that, for the 
future, he would be frugal of his Mone 
for better Purpoſes, and was vines, 
that frequent Caroufals, while his Kin 
and Country were both in Diſtreſs, did 
not conſiſt with good Senſe, or Decency ; 
and therefore, like an honeſt Briton, he 
got free from many ſuperfluous Expences, 
and ſoon ſent his Majeſty double the. Sum 
he had defired ; and fold 3 000 J. worth 
of his Lands, that he might always have 
by him ſome ready Money to ſerve his 
King and Country upon any future Emer- 
gency ; and he was beſides determined to 
forego a thouſand expenſive Recreations, 
| wane never brought any ſolid Joy; and 


B 2 therefore 


( 12 ) 

therefore he forſook them all except Hunt- 
ing, which he was fond of, and the more 
ſo, as it adminiſtered to his Health. The 
reſt of his Time, and what Money he 
could conveniently part with, was em- 
ployed in doing good Offices to thoſe who 
had ſuffered in the Royal Cauſe, and par- 
ticularly to the poor Epiſcopal Clergy, 
who were driven from their Livings for 
refuſing the unrighteous Covenant to the 
Uſurper. He alſo gave Money to ſome 
of the honeſt Soldiery, to be mindful of 
their King, when Time ſhould ſerve ; and 
he often aſſured me, that, by this Altera- 
tion of his Meaſures, he enjoyed a thou- 
ſand times more real Satisfaction than he 
had ever done before, was more highly 
valued and eſteemed by his Friends, and 
his Example was followed by many other 
Cavaliers of thoſe Times ; which, though 
not the Cauſe of the Reſtoration, yet occa- 
ſioned a better Diſpoſition in the People to 
receive their King, and might probably be 
one of thoſe Means that drew down that 
Bleſſing of Heaven upon this Land. 

BuT I muſt now conclude this Part of 
my Letter, after telling you, that, when 
Peace and Plenty were reſtored, he conti- 
nued his Frugality, and yet his Manner of 
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living was open and generous, and at his 
Death he left a Thouſand Pound to each of 
' his younger Children, who were eight in 
Number. | 

You and I, Sir, have the Misfortune 
to live in an Age and Country where e- 
very Virtue is diſcountenanced, and every 
ſort of Luxury, Corruption, and Extra- 
vagance is practiſed, and thoſe Things 
are encouraged by Numbers of Placemen 
and Penſioners ; and, though Country Gen- 
tlemen pay largely towards theſe Things, 
yet they are ſo weak as to fall in with 
them into all thoſe Enormities, and fribble 
away their Time and Money in Maſque- 
rades, Drinking, Dreſſing, Gaming, and 
ſuch like expenfive and corrupt Diverſions, 
till by being habituated to thoſe Vices, and at 
the ſame Time ruining their Fortunes, they 
are deſpiſed by both Parties, and at laſt be- 
come the mercenary dependent Tools of 
a proſperous, tho' deteſted Faction. 

IT is therefore high Time for us to 
think and act as becomes Men of Senſe, 
and true Lovers of our Country, and to 
repent of our paſt Follies, as we are doubt- 
leſs accountable to God and our Country 
for every wilful Neglect of our Duty to 
either; and, as it is a Shame to live without 
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doing ſome Service to the Commonwealth, 
it is ſtill a greater to do Hurt to it, by our 
being bad Examples in it. | 

I woULD not be underſtood to mean, 
that you ſhould live a Recluſe, or deſert 
your old Friends ; this is no Part of your 
Duty, or my Defire, but, on the con- 
trary, I would adviſe you to be with them 
on all ſeaſonable Occaſions, to be always 


© coarteous and obliging to them, and by all 


laudable Means keep up their Spirits and 
your own, and you'll find that your Ex- 
ample will do great Services to them and 
many others. 7 TN 

I Have already wrote you a long Let- 
ter, but have not yet given an Anſwer to 
your laſt obliging one that came with the 
Partridges, which were very good. 

I PERCEIVE you are reading the Eng- 
liſh Hiſtory by the Queſtions you aſk ; and 
I with I was able to anſwer all of them 
to your Satisfaction. Your firſt Queſtion 
is, Whether the . Oath or Covenant that 
was taken to Oliver Cromwell was binding 
upon ſuch as ſolemnly took it? J anſwer, 
No. And the great Dr. Saunderſon, and 
all Caſuiſts,, and conſiderable Divines, are 
of my Opinion, that nothing can bind 


to Iniquity, and therefore the great Sin 


was 
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was in taking ſuth Oaths, and not in break< 
ing them, As for Inſtance, if thro! Hope 
of Reward, or Fear of Puniſhment, 1 
ſhould ſwear to be undutiful to my Father, 
or to take away his Life, my Crime would 
be the taking this Oath, but would be dou- 
bly increaſed, if I kept it ; and therefore 
the taking ſuch Oaths, . and not the break- 
ing them, is to be repented of. 

Your next Queſtion is, How a Subject 
is to behave, where: the lawful ſupteme 
Magiſtrate, ior any great Officer, by his 
Authority, directs you, as a ſubordinate 
Officer, to do a Thing againſt the Laws 
and Laberties' of your Fellow-Subjects? I 
anſwer, you are not to do what is ſo com- 
manded, but rather to loſe your Office, 
nay, even your Life, than to be an In- 
ſtrument in violating the Laws or - Liber- 
ties of your Fellow-Subje&s ;. for, as Cz/ar 
has his Rights and Prerogatives which 'the 
People muſt not ſeek to violate, ſo the 
Subjects alſo have their Rights and Proper- 
ties, which the Sovereign muſt : not in- 
vade ; and, if he gives a Commiſſion to 
any of bis Officers to do any Act againſt 
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, thit 
Commiſſion is void; and thoſe WO 
act under it, are punitdebly for their Gon- 

duct, 
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duct, becauſe every Man is - preſumed to 
know the' Laws of his Country ; ſo that 
a Man may be a true Martyr for his Coun- 
try, in preferring the Rights of the People 
to his own Life, as well as for his King, in 
vindicating his Rights againſt the Violence 
of Rebels or Uſurperss The Whole of 
the Matter therefore, is this, We muſt 
be true to the Conſtitution, and wheneyer 
it is broken or infringed by Violence or 
Craft, by Corruption or Treachery, it is 
the Duty of every honeſt Man by all legal 
Methods to exert his utmoſt Efforts to re- 
ſtore it to its true and proper State. 

” Your next Queſtion is, Whether, in 
any of my Diſcourſes concerning the 
RE voLuT ION, I did not once declare, 
that the Pretender was a ſuppoſititious 
Child and an Impoſtor, or at leaſt that 
he was not the lawful Son of King James? 
Now, in Anſwer to this, I can aſſure 
you upon my Honour, that whatever Opini- 
on I may have entertained of the RE vol u- 
TION, I never ſaid any ſuch Thing, nor ever 
once thought ſo, I am not ſo bigotted as to 
offer any Thing againſt Truth or Probabili- 
ty, and I have no Reaſon to doubt the E- 
vidence recorded in the Court of Chancery 
of his Birth; and eſpecially as he was own- 
nb ed 
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ed by the King and Queen as their lawful 
Child ; and King James, with all his 
Faults, had a tender Love for his two 
Daughters, and was never taxed with a 
Want of natural Affection to either of them: 
And beſides you know, that that Egregious 
Rogue FULLER; when he pretended that 
he would prove the Illegitimacy, did, inſtead 
of it, prove himſelf an incorrigible Villain, 

and was voted to be ſuch by the Houſe of 
Commons,and ordered to ſtand in the Pillory 
for his fraudulent Attempt and Impoſition. 


Thus was the Caitiff cured with Milo's End, 
. Wedg d in that Timber which be ſtrove to ren. 


Conurozn, my dear. Sit, the ſttange 
Prejudices and Partialities to which Man- 
kind is liable. The Generality of Men in- 
deed run with the Herd, without any Re- 
flections at all; others are biaſs'd by their 
Education, and others have little Under- 
ſtanding, and weak Judgments; ſo that 
you mult never ſhew any Rancour or IIl- 
will to any of them, but bear with their 
Infirmities, and ſeek to gain them to their 
Duty by your own good Example, and an 
univerſal Benevolence and Good-nature, 
and then, let the Conſequence be as it may, 


you will be ſafe and happy. 
C Lou 
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Your next Queſtion i is, Whether I am 
a Whig or a Tory, and what my Opinion 


is of each Party? 


I Do affure you, my dear Sir, I am of 
neither of thoſe Parties, and I hope, as 
you are in a private Station, as well as I 


am, that you are not diſtinguiſhed by either 
of thoſe Characters. 


As to my Opinion of them, it ſignifles 


but little, but, as you afk it, I muſt not 


refuſe you. 

Tur Yhigs, from ſuch Obſervations as 
I have been able to make, are a buſy inſi- 
dious Set of Men, who are induſtrious e- 
nough in thinking and contriving how to 
carry any of their Schemes into Execution, 
and will not boggle at the Means of com- 


paſſing their Ends; for they are apt to mea- 


ſure Right and Wrong only by Events. 
Tux Tories are a good-natured Sort of 
People, who do neither Good nor Harm, 
and don't trouble themſelves with thinking 
at all, or contriving any Schemes to com- 
paſs what they wiſh for; they love their 
Bottle and their Friend, and if their Pru- 
dence wereequal to their goodIntentions, and 
to the Bravery and Honeſty of their Hearts, 
they would ſoon become deſervedly eſteem'd 
by all Men of Virtue and Publick Spirit. 
3 . 
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Tue Whigs are like bold Empirics and 
Quack-Doctors, they always promiſe to do 
wonderful Cures to the Body politic, but, 
when employed, have ever failed in their 
Performance ; and, if by Chance they re- 
move one Evil, you generally find that 
they introduce a Number of greater: They 
are of a ſour Diſpoſition, factious out of 
Pewer, and over-bearing, oppreſſive, and 
bloody in it; and, in general, are Infidels 
or Deiſts, free from all the Reſtraints of the 
Cbriſtian Religion, but pretend much to a 
moral Religion of their own framing, where- 
in neither Faith, Hope, nor Charity have 
any Place. But altho' this is my Opinion 
of the greater part of the Whigs, there are 
among them thoſe whom I have all ima- 
ginable reaſon to think are true Lovers of 
their Country, and for whom I have a 
great Honour and Eſteem; and I impute 
their political Errors rather to involuntary 
Miſtakes than to any bad Deſigns, 

IT is rather to be lamented than won- 
der'd at, that they are miſled in their Noti- 
ons, when i is confidered what number 
of Books have been publiſhed by Men of 
great Parts and Learning; ſome of whom 
have wrote for Popularity, and ſome for 
1 and who appeal rather to the _— 
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of their Readers than to the Laws and 
Conſtitution of their Country, knowing 
that Mankind, from the Corruption of their 
Nature, are too apt to embrace every thing 
that promiſes Liberty, without conſidering, 
that to prevent Anarchy and Confuſion, 
there muſt neceſſarily be ſome Reſtraints 
and Boundaries mark'd out by public and 
fixed Laws. And though from the Imper- 
fections of human Wiſdom the Laws do 
not, nor can, guard againſt every Acci- 
dent, yet we may be ſure it is our wiſeſt 
and ſafeſt way to ſubmit to them, other- 
wiſe the God of Nature would not have 
ſo ſtrictly commanded our Obedience to 
human Laws and to Lawful Magiſtrates, 
their Power being deriv'd from him, and 
all the Powers that be, are of God. The 
Conſtruction of the word Powers, has been 
ſadly tortur'd by ill-deſigning Men, but 
the true Meaning is, and can be no other 
than that Submiſſion ſhould be made to 
ſuch Perſons, who have Authority and a 
moral Capacity to inforce Obedience ; 1 
Power meant mere Force, then this r- 

dity would follow, that every ſucceſsful 
Violence would be the Power of God, and 
then conſequently the Devil, and Uſurp- 
ers upon the + and Robbers on 


the 
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the Highway, who have all of them doubt- 
leſs ſome Power, muſt be ſubmitted to as 
the ordinance of God, which as it would 
be horrid to affirm, ſo would it confound 
the common received Notions of Right and 
Wrong, and encourage all forts of Rapine 
and Injuſtice, 

Bur there is in this Nation another 
Set of Men (befides the two Parties before 
deſcribed) ſome of whom are of great Qua- 
lity, and many of great Honour, Virtue, 
and good Senſe, who love their Country, 
and do all in their Power to ſerve it ; and 
it is a great Comfort to me to find, that 
their Numbers have lately increaſed, and 
it is hoped will ſtill increaſe by their Ex- 
ample, as I know them to be generous, 0- 
pen, and brave Men, who delight in doing 
Good, and are greatly belov'd. 

Tux worthy young Gentleman, whom 
you call by the Name of OyT1Mvus, is 
indeed a moſt excellent Pattern for Imita- 
tion; he is wiſe and juſt ; he has true and 
experienced Fortitude, with great Humani- 
ty, and an incomparable Sweetneſs of 
Temper; he can ſuſtain any perſonal 
Hardſhips without complaining ; he is pru- 
dent and temperate, condeſcending to his 
Inferiors, conſtant to his Friends, and ge- 

nerous 


nerous even to his Enemies; and indeed 
he is ſo good a Man, that I don't know 
one Virtue but what he poſſeſſes in the 
higheſt Degree. I find there are hopes of 
his being in the next newParliament, where 
we may be ſure he will do all he can for the 
Good of his Country, which he ſincerely 
loves, and I dare anſwer for it will always 
prefer to any perſonal Intereſt or Concerns 
of his own, I was ſorry to hear, that 
your Parſon, in his late occaſional Sermon, 
made uſe of ſuch bitter Invectives againſt 
thoſe who have the Happineſs to think or 
act otherwiſe than he does; and that he 
ſhould from thePulpit affirm Things, which 
he muſt know (if he knows any thing) to be 
without the leaſt Foundation of Truth. 
Theſe are Things very contrary to Chriſti- 
anity, and very unbecoming the Character of 
a Gentleman, and much more, of a Prieſt of 
the Church of England; but you know 
he was bred a Preſbyterian, and has a gaod 
deal of that four Leaven ſtill about him, 
God grant he may be diſappointed in the 
Promotion he is ſo carneſtly ſolliciting; for 
ſuch a Man is a Reproach to Proteſtants, 
and a Scandal to Society: Witneſs the fol- 
lowing Paragraph in his Sermon, where 
he fays, That, with Sadneſs of Heart, he 


finds 
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finds there 1s a Number of Popiſh Proteſtants 


in this Nation, abo are Jacobites in their 


| Hearts, and wiſh for a Change from good 


to bad, "from a State of vaſt Happineſs and 
| Plenty,” to that of Poverty and Confuſion ; 


What, ſays he, do theſe e carnal 
minded Men deſerve, but Gibbets, and 
Ares for their Inpudence ] For it is not 
doubted, but they are the Spawn of the Scar- 
let Whore, high-flying Gentry, a Scotch 
Plaid Faction, a rebellious C w. 

HEeRe's a pretty String of tender Ex- 
preſſions for a Preacher of the Goſpel, on 
which many Remarks might be made to 
his Diſadvantage ; but I ſhall only ſay, 
what was once ſmartly obſerved upon a- 
nother Occaſion, That this Litter of Epi- 
thets is like a Bitch over-ſlock'd with Pup- 
pies, and ſucks the oe almoſt to Skin 
and Bone, 5 

I BeLiEvE you now think it high 
Time to conclude this long Letter, which 
I ſhall do, with wiſhing moſt fincerely 
that you may long live in Health and In- 
nocence, Peace and Plenty, and am, 


S 1 X, 


Your Aﬀettionate Humble Sergeant. 
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P. 1 You may "mak what Ui 100 
pleaſe of any Letters I write to you; 
for as I am well aſſured, that what I 
Vrite is not contrary to Law or Religion, 
to good Manners or Good-niture, 1 
care not who ſees what I write ; if it 
miakes you a better, or a happier, Man, 
my End is anſwered. | | 


* * 


Oct. 3 1750. \ . 1 % * * | 
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